News release
Mount Isa, Sunday 27 July

Mount Isa Mines talent shines at Queensland
Training Awards
Two of Mount Isa Mines talented employees were announced as finalists for prestigious honours
at the Queensland Training Awards north Queensland regional final held in Townsville on
Saturday 26 July.
Electrician Taelah Nardoo was one of three finalists selected for the Apprentice of the Year and
Indigenous Student or Trainee of the Year titles, while first-year Auto-Electrical Apprentice
Stephanie King was a finalist for the School-based Apprentice of the Year.
The awards, presented by the Queensland Government, recognise the outstanding achievements
of individuals and organisations within the vocational education and training sector and highlight
the significant contribution they make to the wider community and economy.
Born-and-bred in Mount Isa, Ms Nardoo commenced her career journey with Mount Isa Mines as a
15-year-old school student after being awarded a Mount Isa Mines Academic Bursary to assist
with her Year 11 studies. The Bursary included four weeks’ of work experience in the mining
environment, where Ms Nardoo discovered her knack for the electrical trade.
After completing Mount Isa Mines’ School-Based apprenticeship program in her final year of high
school, Ms Nardoo was accepted into the company’s full-time Apprenticeship Program in 2010.
The 21-year-old received her trade qualification earlier this year and now works as an Electrician
in Mount Isa Mines’ X41 and Enterprise underground copper mines.
Ms King is also a product of Mount Isa Mines’ School-Based Apprenticeship Program, where she
spent a year honing the skills she had developed tinkering with cars alongside her father and
brother in their home workshop.
After graduating from high school, Ms King was accepted into Mount Isa Mines’ full-time
Apprenticeship Program in 2014, and is currently learning her trade working on Mount Isa Copper
Operations’ underground vehicle fleet as a first-year Auto-Electrical Apprentice.
Mike Westerman, Chief Operating Officer Copper Assets Australia said it was important to
encourage and celebrate the achievements of the tradespeople of the future.
“These awards are an opportunity to highlight the hard work and dedication of organisations,
businesses and individuals championing positive outcomes for the next generation of skilled
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workers, who play such a vital role in sustaining the industries that drive our local, state and
national economies,” Mr Westerman said.
“For us, the awards are our chance to thank our apprentices, tradespeople and training support
personnel for the valuable contributions they make to our business.
“On behalf of Mount Isa Mines, I would like to congratulate Ms Nardoo and Ms King on their
success.”

Ends

Media contacts
Lara Lavers

Michelle Connolly

Telephone

+61 7 4744 2955

Telephone

+61 7 4744 3144

Mobile

+61 405 055 279

Mobile

+61 478 325 738

Email

lara.lavers@glencore.com.au

Email

michelle.connolly@glencore.com.au

News Release | 2

Notes to editors
About Glencore Xstrata
Glencore Xstrata is one of the world’s largest global diversified natural resource companies. As a leading integrated
producer and marketer of commodities with a well-balanced portfolio of diverse industrial assets, we are strongly
positioned to capture value at every stage of the supply chain, from sourcing materials deep underground to delivering
products to an international customer base.
The Group’s industrial and marketing activities are supported by a global network of more than 90 offices located in
over 50 countries. Our diversified operations comprise over 150 mining and metallurgical sites, offshore oil production
assets, farms and agricultural facilities. We employ approximately 190,000 people, including contractors. For more
information visit www.glencorexstrata.com.

About Mount Isa Mines
Mount Isa Mines operates two separate mining and processing streams, copper and zinc-lead-silver, to deliver natural
resources that have enduring roles in our society. The site hosts the world’s largest zinc resource base, as well as the
biggest network of underground mine development in the world.
The site includes two copper underground mines, one zinc underground mine and two zinc open cut mines; the copper
concentrator and smelter, as well as the zinc-lead concentrator, lead smelter and zinc filter plant. Together, these
represent Australia’s largest industrial complex.
As well as the Australian market, our products are exported to countries throughout Asia, Europe and the UK,
contributing billions of dollars to the Australian economy every year. We provide work for almost 5,000 employees and
contractors and are dedicated to supporting local people, local businesses, and creating strong links between our
operations and the city of Mount Isa. We do this through generous contributions to local health, education, cultural and
capacity building initiatives and the funding of vital public services and infrastructure development projects. Since 1924,
our operations have been at the heart of life in ‘the Isa’. For more information, visit www.mountisamines.com.au.
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